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Calling Attention Notice 

by Shr i Hukam Jhand Kac 



11.1.1965 


Discussed with J.S. (P). A draft letter to the 


\aC 4Z- y- : 

1 


* 

Speaker is submitted for consideration. ( Ffr , ~y hi ■ 


L 



1 1 -■ 


— XitS - 

3u-ec'.al Section 


3 - 1 


? ,F.I . Letter dated S.4.65 from the General 


Secretary, Haryana AZad Hind Fau^ 
Sanstha, Eohtak. 


F .E.IT . Letter dated 5-4-65 from Shri Dinegh 
Chandra, Meerut, 


F Letter dated 17-4-65 from Shri Chandrika 


Prasad, Distt. C.C., Balia 




The writers of these letters hare 


claimed that Netajl Subhash Chandra Bose is alive 
and that the Sanyasi of the Shaujmari ashram is 
none else than Netaji. In support of their 
claim they have sent copies of a photograph in 
which a Sanyasi, having resemblance with Netaji 
Bose, has been shown standing by the side of the 
dead body of the late ?.K, The photograph 

uah was brought to our notice in 

July last and it v s s forwarded to the Ministry 
of Hctne Affairs, vide Sl»No,169-B. 

In view of J.S.(C) 1 s orders contained 
in Min ,K 0,218, the F.Rs, may be filed. 


F.P.XII 


In this letter, Shri Chandrika Prasad 


has stated that a public meeting£ was held in 
Balia recently In which it was claimed tnat 
Netaji Bose is alive and that he will appear fcn 
the 7th May, 1965, He has further sought ?j;*s 
guidance to counter such propaganda in regard 
to Met aji . 

2. 3’nri Chandrika Prasad 1 s letter may be 

acknowledged and 









PRIME MINISTER* S SECRETARIAT 


/ a sA/te**, 
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Please obtain the cutting relating to the 
articles referred to in Para 2 of the attached letter. 

2. I have a recollection that Dr. Satya Narayan 

Sinha had come to Government's adverse notice and 
was interned for some time. Please let me see the 
relevant papers. 


i.C MSrffT ' 
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Dr. S-ty jammy an Sinha* s articles have been 
borrowed from the Press Information Bureau end ore 
nl a cod below. 

2. The reference in pnra^2 of .ddl, 1 .S.'s note 
above is apparently to the papers flagged in file 
No. at (2)5)/62-65-P:\ placed below. 
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Shri Amiya Nath Bose has again written to P.M, 
asking for a Commission of Enquiry to be set up to go 
into the whole question of the alleged air- crash and 
Netaji's disappearance in August, 1945. He has been 
writing on this subject from time to time and we have 
had enough to do with this matter during the last two 
Parliament sessions when a number of questions about 
Netaji were answered. 

2. Shri Bose has now referred to some articles 
written in the Ananda Bazar Patrika and the Hindusthan 
Standard by Dr. Satya Narayan Sinha in which he claims 
that Netaji is alive in Russia. He has also alleged 
that the Enquiry Committee presided over by Shri 
Shah Nawaz Khan did not visit Formosa for an on-the- 
spot enquiry at Taihoku even though the Japanese 
Government had made arrangements for them to go there. 

3. We have some papers about Dr. Satya Narayan 
Sinha, the writer of the article, quoted by Shri Bose. 
In this connection, the papers flagged in the second 
file placed below may please be seen. 

4. All papers regarding Netaji Enquiry Committee 
are in the Ministry of External Affairs. The Prime 
Minister's Secretariat has, however, been coming into 
picture in regard to this matter because of certain 
correspondence which certain persons have been having 
with P.M. and certain questions which are sometime* 
publicly addressed to P.M. Before any action is taken 
on the present letter, it may be referred to the 


P.T.O. 
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Ministry of External Affairs for remarks. 
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■CTTTL, Gupta ) 

17.5.1965. 
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F ,R. Telegram dated 31-5-1965 from 7hri Amiya 
Nath BoSe, Calcutta. , 

T — — 

Shri Amiya Nath Bose's letter dated the 
7th May 1965, referred to In the F.R., was filed 
in compliance with J S(C) • s orders contained in Min. 
No*. 27 2. The telegram now received may also be 
similarly added to the file without any action. 


U 


* 

« 

MJUilfS. 


-?u~ 


would not have ordinarily troubled J.S.(C) 
with these papers in view of his explicit instruc- 
tions. I am, however, doing so because of a 
telegraphic reminder having been received from 
Shri Amiya Nath Bose. His present telegram and any 
further communications which he might address to us 
on the subject may, hew ever, be ignored ,as s even if 
we send him a reply now, it is not likely to satisfy 
his keenness to continue his correspondence with the 
Prime Minister on the subject. 


r.p. 


(c) 
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1 PRIME MINI STEH* S SECRETARIAT 


Reference Cl) letter da ter! July 6, 1965 from 
Shri Amiya Nath Bose, Calcutta; 


* 




(2) letter dated 5.7,1965 from Shri R.K. 
Calcutta ; 

(3) letter dated 5,7,1965 from Shri 
Kri shna sha wmy Ra g una than , Ca 1 c u t ta . 





Baksl , 


z&t A 


A 


With his letter (F. R. shri Amiya Nath Bose has forwarded 
a copy of his previous letter dated May 7, 1965, to which 
no reply was sent to him in accordance with JS(C)'s orders 
at minute 272. In this connection, attention is also 
invited to the Press cuttings_whlch were submitted with 
serial No. 230- A and the article from the Tribune at 
flag * Id . It appears that the demand for a further investi- 
gation into the dea th/di sapp.ea ranee of Netaji is again 
gaining momentum In West Bengal as a result of the 
publication of some articlesby Dr, Sats« Narayan Sinha, 

In these articles he hag stated that Netaji is now in a 
Russian concentration camp. It is also likely that the 
matter would be raised in some foim in the forthcoming 
Parliament session. 


2, J. S(C) may kindly see and decide whether he would 
like to bring these papers top, M's notice for any further 
direct! ens. It is also for orders whether any reply heed 
be sent to the aforesaid letters. 



( K, L. GUPTA ) 
13,7.1965. 
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PRIME MINISTER’S SECRETARIAT 


y&ll 'k 



Subject:- Starred Question Dy. No. 1573 for Rajya Sabha 
by Shri P.C. Mitra. 

>3 

The Rajya Sabha Secretariat have asked for 
facts relating to the above question. In this connection, 
attention is invited to Minutes 266 onwards in the file 
placed below. It will be seen that Dr. Satyanarain 
Sinha's articles alleging that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
is a prisoner in Russion hands, were brought to our 
notice but it was decided not to take any action. The 
papers were also shown to P.M, 

2. The subject matter of the question, however, is 

related to the Netaji Bose Enquiry Committee Report, 
which was dealt with by the Ministry of External Affairs. 
The question may, therefore, be transferred to that 
Ministry. 



( K.L. Gupta ) 
31.7.1965 

J.6. (C) 
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SPECIAL ACTION 

. t t 

v • * Sw. 

U.O.' No. SQ. 6608/16. 8/65-Q dt.5.8.65 from 
the Lok Sahha Secretariat, 



> 


?.f|o A 




££- A 


The Lok Sabha Secretariat have called for 
facts from us in regard to a Starred Question, tabled 
by Snri Surendranath Dwivedy, regarding Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

2. The position in regard to part (a) of the 
question is tnat we nad come across a press report 
about the resolution passed by tne Calcutta Bar 
Association on the 9th July, 1965, demanding constitution 
of a commission of inquiry^ consisting of eminent jurists 
to make a fresh inquiry regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose. The press report was filed after it had been 

seen by P.M. 

3. The reference in part (b) of the question is 
apparently to the late P.K's letter at Sl.No.82-A, which 
was in reply to Shrl Suresh Chandra Bose's letter at 
31.No.8l-A. in that letter Panditji had stated: - 

"You ask me to send you proof of the death 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. I cannot send 
you any precise and direct proof. But all the 
circumstantial evidence that has been produced 
and which has been referred to in the Enquiry 
Committee's report has convinced us of the 
fact tnat Netaji has died." 

In reply to Shri Suresh Chandra Bose's subse- 
quent letter, Pandit ji had written to him as follows: - 

"I Wrote to you that all the circumstantial 
evidence made me believe tnat Netaji Suohas 
Chandra Bose nad died. Much of this evidence 
Was given in the report made by the committee 
appointed for this purpose, which visited 
Japan. You will find the date, place and 
circumstances mentioned in that Committee's 
report , 




■Apart from that report, the length of time that 
has elapsed is itself confirmatory of the i'act 
- of his death . 11 

4. The subject matter of the question- is related 

to the Netaji Inquiry Committee Report, which was dealt 
with by the Ministry of External Affairs. Tne question 
may, therefore, be transferred to that Ministry. While 
proposing transfer of the Question, we may post the 
External Affairs Ministry with the information contained 
in para 3 above. 

ry^ rVjoJlUfrAj- 


I 


[o(% 



/O 




V 


i-A 0 - J /. a-M-*-- 4 

A-«-j — 

<xt 







V 



■ * hr.: -vM 




A 


‘-$0- 

PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT 
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Letter dated August 6. 1965 from Shri 

Amiya Nath 3ose . 

sy * •>. f » , . . * •- n»{" ' r* m t "f ^ ‘ r * rf : i 

The papers referred to in the press note sent 

by Shri Bose have been flagged in the files placed below. 

With reference to -portion side-lined ’A* on page 1 of 
« I “ - 4 

the press note, it may be stated that the matter was 

w 

referred to the Chief Minister, West Bengal who agreed 
that there was nothing further that could be done. A 
draft reply to Shri Bose was prepared but it was decided 
not to issue it. Since then, we have been ignoring the 
letters received on this subject from Shri Bose and 

others. This practice was last brought to P.M's notice 

- * 

on 14.7.1965 and he agreed with it. 

2. Shri Bose has now sought an interview with P.M. 
to discuss this matter. If P.M. agrees to see Shri Bose, 
the latter is likely to insist on some further enquiry 
being made. It would perhaps be better to decline his 
request. 

3. In this connection, it may be mentioned that the 
E, A. Ministry have already called for a report from our 
Embassy in Moscow regarding the allegations recently made 
about Netaji being a prisoner in Russian hands. 


r? 


( K.L. Gupta ) 
12.8.1965 


J.S. CC) 
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\ 


( from pre-page ) 

-¥ 

Please Issue letter below to Shri Amiya Nath 

Bose . 

After issue, the papers may be shown to 
Addl. Private Secretary (Bes). 


(S<Pr1®arma) 

13-P-1965. 
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PRIME MINISTER’S SECRETARIAT 
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Dr. Satya Narain Sinha's articles referred 
to by Shri Memanta Kumar 3asu had come to Government's 
notice. Enquiries were made from our Embassy in Moscow, 

£ i 

whose reply may please be seen at Sr . No. 312- 8, A 

v' 

Parliament Question on this subject was also answered 
in the Rajya Sahha on 17.fi. 1965 by the E.A. Ministry. 
Still another question answered by that Ministry is 
at Sr. No. 317- A, Before this, we have also dealt with a 
large number of questions on this issue. 

The obstinacy with which this controversy is 
being kept alive is really amazing. The only way in 


which this can be dealt with is, perhaps, to ignore it. 
Tri fact, we have, for some time, been filing all letters 


in this regard. 

P.M. may, however, like to reply to the Chief 
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modi ate. 


Min? stry of External Affairs 
(Mast A. si a Division) 


.9*©' . 


tel! 


TJie. following information is urgently required 


. cv 


in connection with an enauirv "ecelved by the Foreign 

JtifiSsH ,UB*~“ P rinv ,****> f n xit^ftr -> 


ee'itft' no* 1 

Ml ni ster:- 


nr c 


antdRl 


Whether there has. been any request in 

the ns st for the sUTsp.lv of proceedings of Netajl 

*1«*[ «rfT . e.a‘* r >' ■ L ;• 1 . 'i' " J C - * v 


3bw rrefiei 

Mnauirv Committee a fid whether such request was 

‘ 1*T CfO*" ' rj* ' £*j0Tff . i' 1 ♦ ' ‘ ’ " 


^ Mr 


refused bv the Ministry. 

■ : '■ i 


erf' 


} bster >'«-h9V • * 


Tt is, therefore, requested that papers, 


if anv, nertaining to such request may be sent to 

no :ic t?!- f'no'hi 1 T0»ii6 onf ;,; vy ov . ■ ■ i .• -'-n 1 " 

us urgently. 
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Sd/- B ,P . Agarwal 

Under Secretary (Mast Asia) 


•>rr r 


— y / - Prime Minister’s Socreta-piat (Section Officer 3hri Marwaha) 

J j/ J * Atfp qhM ■0 ,Q->Q^ 


Hi stori cal f>i vi si on. 
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Prime Minister's Secretariat, 
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On March 29, 1965, Dr, SI sir K, Bose, 

. • - - .j-r ' > , ***•' ■ — *“» <*%'* ' ’ t' 

General Secretary, Netajl Research Bureau, Netajl 


>jr 


„ r T 


K <Jii“ V* 4 r <t? U 


Calcutta f had addressed a letter to the 


:: :'V : -■* UnfTT 


*n« 






late Prime Minister about the records relating 

to the Uetajl Inquiry Committee, The letter was 

■ 

acknowledged and forwarded, In original, for appropriate 

, ■ --r: rT 

action to the Ministry of External Affairs with this 
Secretariat's endorsement Wo,2(64)/65-PM dated the 

. J ' ' '• ' ■ ; \ ^ r \ 

3rd April, 1965. We have no other Information on 

. ill " a; 

the subject. -s 

\$ u 


(K.L, Gupta) 
Under Secretary, 


Ministry of External Affairs 
P.M's 

i j. o _ 

f'U 


;ry ot ^xrerna-L art airs 

(Sfrrl 9.P. \sdrwal - ?.S.) . 

sectt. u.o. No dt. 
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H -“ -j'-t F.3. 


Note dated Id .4. 66 from the Ministry of 
External Affairs. 


In March, 1965, we had received a letter addressed 
to the late Prime Minister by Dr. Si sir K. B 0 se, General 
Secretary, Netaji Research Bureau, Netaji Bhavan, Calcutta, 
containing some request about the records relating to the 
Net a j i Inquiry Committee. As the Ministry of External 

4 

Affairs are concerned with the records reg. the Committee, 
the letter was forwarded, in original, to that Ministry 
vide our endorsement at SI. No. 255-A . We have no other 
paper about the matter referred to in the F.R. 


2 . 


The F.R. may be endorsed as under:- 
"On March 29, 1965, Dr. Si sir K, Bose, 
General Secretary, Netaji Research Bureau, 
Netaji Bhavan, Calcutta, had addressed a 
letter to the late Prime Minister about the 
records relating to the Netaji Inquiry 


Committee. The letter was acknowledged and 

■b' 


if 

i*r/w 



forwarded, in original, ^to the Ministry of 
External Affairs with, this Secretariat’s 
endorsement No. 2(64)/65-PM dated the 3rd 
April, 1965. We have no other information 
on the subject". 

y~ P. ^oJiUJ^kX^ 

L^r 
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT 

at 

Letter dated 14.5.1966 from 5’nri Prasanta Sengupta 
Transcrl pt 

’’Foreign Minister answered a question in Ra jya 
Sabha today. Examine and put up a note please," 

5d/-(S. Barer ji ) 

17/5 

Pol 

In response to the public demand that all the 
facts relating to the last stages of Netaji' s life 
should be enquired into and made known, an Enquiry 
Committee was appointed by the Government of India in 
the Ministry of External Affairs in April, 1956. The 
Committee consisted of Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, Shri Suresh 
Chandra 3o.se (elder brother of Netaji) and Shri S.N. 
Maitra, Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
The report of this Committee which was signed by Shri 
Shah Nawaz Khanst and Shri S.N. Maitra, was released 
in September, 1956. The Government of India accepted 
the report. The third member, namely, Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose did not sign the report but later on 
submitted a separate report dissenting from the findings 
of the majority report. After laying a copy of this 
report on the table of the Parliament on 11.9.1956, the 
late Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru made a 
statement in which he said inter alia that Government 
felt that the evidence adduced in the report was 
practically overwhelming and should be accepted. The 
conclusion reached by the Enquiry Corrmittee was that 
Netaji met his death as a result of an air crash at 
Taihoku air-field in Formosa on August 18, 1915 and 
his ashes are now at Renkoji temple in Tokyo. 

2. Certain elements, particularly in West Bengal arid 
especially some members of Netaji' s family have tried 

to keep alive the controversy by maintaining that Netaji 
is still alive. 

3. In 1962, as a result of certain articles published 
by Shri Uttam Chand Malhotra, a controversy arose that 
the Sanyasi of Shaulmari Ashram was in fact Netaji. 

Soon after this, Shri Surendra Mohan Ghosh, M. F. went 

to Shaulmari Ashram and stayed there for two days. 

Curing his stay, he spent 5 hours with the Sadhu. It 
was his definite view that the Sadhu is not Netaji. 

Shri R.R. Das, Secretary of the Ashram publicly declared 
in October, 1962 that the founder of the Shaulmari 
Ashram who is generally known as Swami Saradananda ji was 
not Subhash Chandra Bose nor had he ever had any connec- 
tion whatsoever with the family in which Netaji was born. 
A Bengali leaflet published by the Shaulmari Ashram 
reiterated that the Swarrd. was born of a Brahmin family 
in East 3engal and was not Netaji. 

4. In August, 1962, replying to Shri Suresh Chandra 
Bose, Pandit ji said that apart from the Committee's 
report, the length of time that has elapsed was itself 
confirmatory of the fact of Netaji's death. In April, 
1964, Shri Amiya Nath Bose wrote to Pandit ji suggesting 


P.T.O. 


1 


- 2 - 

-that there should be an official judicial finding 
regarding the air-crash at Taihoku and that the Chief 
Justice of India may be requested to preside over a 
body of Judges to enquire into this question. In his 
reply dated April 22, 1961, Pandit ji stated as under:- 

"I agree with you that something should be done 
to finalise the question of Netaji ' s death. 

But it is not quite clear to me how far it will 
be proper for me to ask the Chief Justice of 
India to look into this matter. It may involve 
visiting Japan, and I am sure I cannot ask the 
Chief Justice to do so." 

5. In August, 1964, Bhri Amiya Nath Bose invited 
late P,M. , Shri Shastri's attention to the aforesaid 
correspondence with Pandit ji and reiterated his demand 
for a judicial enquiry. Shastri ji consulted the Chief 
Minister, West 3engal who advised that nothing further 
could be done. This was made clear by Shastri ji in 
reply to a Parliament Question in the Lok Sabha on 
November 23, 1964. Again, while replying to some 
pressmen at Varanasi on 27.12.1964 he reiterated that 
Government had on many occasions made statements in 
Parliament about the Sanyasi of Shaulmari Ashram not 
being Netaji. The late p.M. also referred to the fact 
that the Sanyasi had himself said many a time that he 
was not Netaji. The late P.M. had, however, added that 
he would again contact the Chief Minister, West Bengal 
in the matter. Apparently, the intention was to request 
the Chief Minister to reiterate the position in view 

of the propaganda that was still being carried on in 
certain quarters. This was done by the Chief Minister, 
West Bengal in Shastri ji 1 s presence at Calcutta on 
January 12, 1965. While replying to certain Press 
Reporters the Chief Minister stated that the State 
Government had made enquiries and found that Netaji 
was not at Shaulmari Ashram and that the reports to 
this effect were incorrect. This position was also made 
clear in reply to a Parliament Question in the Rajya 
Sabha on March 2, 1965. 

6. In July, 1965, Dr, Satya Narayan Sinha, an ex-M.P. 
made a statement that he had definite proof that Netaji 
was confined in a Russian concentration camp in Yakutsk 
(Siberia) and that he was seen in Cell No. 46. Although 
this report was p rima facie not quite believable, our 
Embassy in Moscow brought the story informally to the 
attention of the Soviet Foreign Office. They had 
already seen this report and stated that there was no 
basis whatsoever in the story and that it was a 
mischievous invention. 

7. As, in spite of repeated denials, certain elements 
were interested in continuing to believe in the myth 

of Netaji being alive, it was decided that further 
correspondence on this subject should normally be 
ignored. 

8. In February, 1966, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, the 
elder brother of Netaji , made a statement at Madurai 
say jng that "Netaji is alive today" and that he would 
be back in India in March, Like many previous 
prophesies this also proved incorrect. On 14.3.1966, 
the Foreign Minister again reiterated in answer to a 


contd. . . 3 
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Parliament Question that Government accepted the findings 
of the Shah Nawaz Committee. Another statement is 
reported to have been made recently by Shrj Dwi jendranath 
Bose, nephew of Netaji and General Secretary of the All- 
India Forward Bloc^that Netaji was still alive and was 
working at a place very near the borders of India. He 
had added that Netaji was still working for India and 
would come out into the open and enter India at the 
appropriate time in such a way that he can establish 
a new order in the country. The Foreign Minister while 
answering a further question on this subject in the Hajya 
Sabha on Kay 17, 1966 stated that the Government had 
accepted the findings of the Shah Nawajt Committee and 
had not come across any further information that would 
contradict the findings of the Enquiry Committee. In 
reply to suppleme ntaries , the Foreign Minister added 
that the Press of India being free we could not prevent 
people from continuing to make statements about Netaji 
being alive. He also stated that there was no intention 
to set up another Committee as Government was satisfied 
With the conclusions arrived at by the previous 
Committee. 

9. As regards Netaji f s ashes in Renkoji temple, Tokyo, 
the Foreign Minister promised to look into the matter 

of their being brought back to the country. Evidently, 
Government cannot move in this matter unless Netaji’s 
family accepts that Netaji is in fact no longer alive 
and that these ashes are really his. 

10. In view of the facts mentioned above, no useful 
purpose would be served by our replying to letters on 
this subject because some persons are bent upon hot 
treating the issue as closed. 


{ K.L. Gupta ) 
19.5.1966 
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F.K. . U.O. No. 32/68/66- Poll(II) dated 5/7- H- 66 

from the Minis try of Home Affairs, New Delhi. 


Hie Ministry of Horae Affairs have requested us for mate- 
rial to answer the Short Notice question at F/* S' in which 
it has been asked whether .the late P.M. sent two Members 
of Parliament to meet the founder of the Shaulmari A 3 hram 
ana to make an enquiry. 

3. Ve have looked up our relevant ille, fliera is no paper 
on the subject referred to in the question. Hie Home 
Ministry may be informed accordingly. Draft reply is 
put up. 
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P.Qimcal Section 


\s no reply to our u.o. note at F/'P 1 
annenrs to have been received from the Defence 
Ministry, fair reminder is put up for signature. 



P'p. ftfoJlurikX- 
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Some time back Shri Sisir K, Bose, 
Executive Director of the Netaji Research Bureau, 
Calcutta, had written to P.M. suggesting that 
Netaji’s sword which was being brought back to 
India should be received with militaiy honours 
when it arrives in Calcutta on March 15, 1967* 


Woftad referred the matter to the Ministry 
of Defence and had also sent Shri Bose an acknow- 
ledgement. The Ministry of Defence have now written 
vide their U.O. at Blag * C ' saying that a 
brass band from Dinapur will be arranged on the 
occasion of the .presentation of Netaji's sword. 

No other military honours are proposed to be 
accorded. Shri Kakkar, Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of Defence has also said that they will be informing 
the Bureau accordingly. It might perhaps be a good 
idea for us also to inform Shri Bose. 
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(K. Natwar Singh") 
13-3-1967 
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SECRET/IMWEDI/\TR 


Secretary may kindly see Shri M.L. Sondhi 's (MP) 
letter to PM asking for her ''support to the project of 
bringing Netaji's sword to Delhi”, apparently, some such 
weapon had been received in Calcutta from Japan, by 
Netaji's family purporting to be the sword which he donned. 

2. PM gave me this letter and asked what kind of 

" support SHri Sondhl expected. As far as I can make out, 
this is a kind of circular printed letter which Shri 
Sondhi must have sent round to many people. Nothing 
^ |>, specific has beegjasked for, now is this one specifically 

directed to PM It seems to me that what we might 

do is to send a polite acknowledgment, with thanks, to 
Shri Sondhi on PM's behalf. If and when he pursues this 
matter, we can consider whether and what more need^ to be 
done. Meanwhile, we can send a copy of this letter to 
IB and ask them to quietly find out more about Sondhi' s 
committee and the programme. 


K ! 

(S. Banerji) 
24.10.67 
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The Secretaries of the Congress Party could not 
be consulted because they were not in station. However, 

I have made enquiries from the Party office and they 
tell roe that they have no information about this 
Committee. The Department of Parliamentary Affairs 
have also no information on the subject. 

2. T have spoken to Shri Varras, Director, Intelligence 
bureau and he says that the onrty was set up only a *\ 
few days ago but they have at the moment no deta ile/wWASi*’ 
about it. Shri Varraa has promised to make enquiries 
and let us ^he position as soon as possible. 

( S’rPT'Khauna) 

31.io.67. 

it A* t' 



J.S. The promised 
from D.I.H. Please 


Spoken to 
ar been received 
below to him. Meanwhile, 
be acknowleged as in the letter 


/ 

/ 

note has not 
issue v.O. 


Prof, Sondhi* s letter 
below. 
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Pol iti col 


( S . p . K.harm a ) 
4.11.67 
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1. Bhri K. Manoharan 

(DMK) 

2. ’ 1 Madhu Li nave 

(ISP) 

3. " Amiva Lath "Bose 

(Ind.) 

i." M.L. Sondhi 

(BJS) 

B.K. Leo (Sw.P) 
Samar Guha (F3p) 
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P mu 'mi ±mi 3 _ 2 32331 a sui 

(Political r ection) 
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U.0.No.6/DG/67(52) dated the 9th November, 
1967, Intelligence Bureau, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, 




U.O.No. 6/DG/67(52^ dated the 22nd November, 
1967, Intelligence Bureau, Ministry of 
Home A-ff->irs. 


It will be recalled that in October last, 

Shri M.L. Sondhi, M.P, had addressed a letter to P.M, 
in his capacity as convenor of All-Partv Parliamentary 
Committee for lec^btlon of Netaji's sword. The 
l^t^er was no 4 - an exclusive communication to P ,M. but 
a circular one in which he had sought "support to the 
project of bringing Netnji's sword to Delhi." 

Pursuant to the notes recorded by J.3. and Secretary 
at p.l/K. information about the above-mentioned 
Committee has been obtained from the Intelligence Bureau, 
which is briefly as follows: 


The sword in question was presented to Netaji 
in Japan in 1942-43 by a Japanese political leader. 

It was carried personally by a Japanese A.rmy General, 
Mo.l, Yukl Fuzi ama to India and handed over to the 
Director of the Netaji Museum in Calcutta a function 
in March, 1967 at which the then L'est Bengal Governor 
was also pre ent. 


In August last, the marginally mentioned 6 M,Ps 
decided to send a people's petition to the Union 
President demanding appointment of a fresh commission 
to enquire into the circumstances about Keta.il' a 
disappearance and to take suitable steps to honour him 
and redress the grievances of ex-IN K personnel. Their 
3 special c^ demands mav kindlv be seen listed in the 
1,3* s report at P/'B'. 


Jhile the, proposed National Committee on Netaji 
has yet to be formed, Shri M.L. Sondhi, convenor, is 
active in this rep-^ra. The aims and objects are 
being drafted and a list of members being prepared 
and Shri Sondhi has, through a circular letter, sought 
donations from prominent M.P 's for reception to be 
accorded to the Sword. No members of the Congress 
Partv are known to have responded to the request. 


Shri Sondhi told pressmen in N»w Delhi on 
Novembe" 5, that the Sword would arrive in New ^elhl 
from Calcutta in the first week of December. 1967. 

This 'Tould be th» main highlight of a 2-month 
programme (Nov, 23, 1967 to January 23, 196°. - Netaji 1 s 
birthday) in the country to focus attention on various 
aspects of Ketaji's life. The A. 11-Party Parliamentary 
Committee was finalising the programme and was keen 
that the sword formed a part of the ensuing lepubllc 
^av parade. The sword, which would be brdug t from 
Galcut^a in a special coach would be received in 
Delhi by the speaker of the Lok Sabha and the 
Shairman of the Delhi Metropolitan Donnell. It was 
proposed to accord the sword full military honours 
on its arrival and to place it on public exhi • -i if -•)’» 
outside the Bed Port. Besides the reception to the 
sword, it was planned to hold seminars and symposia, 
publish literature and Netaji' s letters, hold an 
exhibition of his works and to establish a Netaji 
museum in collaboration wit: the NetaJi Bhavan oi 
Calcutta. 
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’In his letter to Dhri Softdhl had. besides 

seeking support for bringing the "word to Delhi also 
invited “vour views on the most appropriate wav in which' 
the capital should receive and do honour ,r to the sword, 
his letter '.ns brl eflv ackno pledged vide 1 . 1 * 0 . 3. fn 
view o° the feet thnt he has not since reverted to the 
•natter end no Sonrr»es ”.P has associ *tei himself with the 
project, It Is pe^hsps, not necossarv. to ^vir.ce any 
fur t ’• :er intefe st on P .M * s be ha i f . ft % observed by J . 3 . 1 n 
’"is note of October 34, if and jijen he pursues the matter,’ 
if can be considered whether. and what more needs to be 
done. 
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7 f ALL-PARTY 

FAiAlAwiMTAHY COhuirffiE FOR RB CLPTIOR OF JCETATI* 3 SVtOitD 

v,*/ 
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\ Convenor: j-rof„ ..L. Sondhi 


Member of Parliament for lie w Delhi. 


14, Meena Bagb 
New Delhi. 


p XtOOrL 1 


1600 hours Ceremonial Reception of Sword, Boots and Cap of 
Netaji Subhss Chandra Bose by the Speaker, Lok 
Sabha, Shri If, San.jiva Reddy and the Chairman 
metropolitan Council, Shri L.K. Advani at the Delhi 
Mein Railway Station, 


■ r"\ 
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1620 hours 
1800 hours 

1305 hours 


Procession starts 

President of India, Dr, Zakir Hussain arrives at 
Red Fort and is received by Lt. Governor of Delhi, 
Shri A.N. Jha, 

Sword Procession enters Dewan-e-Aam and proceeds 
towards the Rostrum (Army Band in Attendance), 


3610 hours President receives the Sword and garlands the Sword, 


IS 15 hours 


Pern ark 3 by president inaugurating the public viewing 
of Sword, Boots and Cap in Delhi. 


IS 20 hours 
|l IS 30 hours 
1S35 hours 
1B55 hours 


Speech by the Vice President of India, Shri V.V.Giri, 

Speech by Shrimati Indira Gandhi., 

Speeches by leaders of other Political Parties, 

Closing remarks by the Lt,Governor of Delhi, 

Shri A, if, Jha, 


3000 hours National An thorn 

President of India departs from Red Fort. 
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Momentary Committee for Reception of Netaji’s Sword 


Convenor . Prof- M. L. SONDHl. 

Member ol Parliament for New Delhi. 


t4, Meena Bagh, 
New Delhi 


13. 


Dear Prime Minister, 


% 


You are aware the President of India, Dr. Zakir Hussain 
has agreed to the ceremonial reception of the Sword, Boots and Cap of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at 6 p.m. on Sunday, the 17th Decembe r, 19^7 
inside the Red Fort. 


^ ^ 7 . 


Shri Amiya Hath Bose, M.P. has requested you to participate in 
the function at the Red Fort, I trust you will kindly grace the occasion 

<*" 


^ — (^4. 

oJJj^ . 
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with your presence and speak for a few minutes in praise of Netaji who 
stands for National Integration. 


We have already requested the Vice-President who was associated 


with Netaji to make a speech on the occasion. 

The Lt. Governor of Delhi Shri A.N.Jha will preside at the 




function which has as its purpose the emphasis of national integration in 


f 


the capital city of India. 

A-az-tn -I- 

p. I With kind regards, 

Ih- 

yf\ -'iTj 1 '' 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi, 

Prime Minister of India, 

NEW DELHI 




Yours since re 
( M.L.Sondhi 
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Donated by Vaerendra Printers, New Delhi- 5. 
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Netaji National Committee 

All Party Parliamentary Committee for Reception of Netaji’s Sword. 
Convenor : Prof. M. L. Sondhi, M, P. 
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Rebel from his boyhood, Netaji Subhas became one 
of the immortal patriots in our country's long history. 

He commands such immense admiration and affection 
in our people's hearts that the nation universally calls 
him Netaji* 


Bankim Chandra gave us our first national song - 
Vande Mataram. Rabindranath Tagore gave us Jans Gana Mana. 
Both became our rallying calls during our freedom struggle 
and mantras of our unity. The third great Dantra of our unity 
also came from an illustrious son of Dongal. It was >JetaJl 
who gaveus Jai Hind - words which we hear everyday throughout 




the country. 

This great patriot, who loved Mother India with a lov# 
unsurpassed and tho ght of it every minute of his life, had to 


spend long years outside the country. First as a student, then 
in search of health and then as an exile fighting for the 


country's freedom with the sword - with this sword. This sword 
therefore is a fitting symbol of Netaji's. endeavour. 

Our war of independence was fought with another kind ^ 
of sword. We fought under Gandhi ji and with non-violence. 
Netajl was a great general of this war. But right through 
he made it clear that he did not accept non-violence. He was 


I 


always a man of complete candour and outspokenness. And when 
the war broke out, he left the country so that he could fight 
with the sword for India's freedom. ' * ! 

Let us not forget that Gandhi j I himself, unshakable 
as his faith In non-violence was, declared that if it was a 
choice between cowardice and violence, he himself would choose 
the sword. 
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Netajl built up the Indian national Army. The 
INA's deeds electrified India when news of it came to us 
piercelng the curtain of censorship which Britain had put around 
the country. The impact of INA combined with quit India 
movement to take us to the threshold of freedom* 

Therefore in the histocy of our freedom struggle, 

\l 

Netaji is not a rebel who fought in vain but a rebel who was 

. 1 , 

victorious. 
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And this sword ranks with the swords of Chandragupta, 
Shiva ji, Guru Bobind Singh and Rani Laxmibal in being a symbol M 

i 

of our sturdy independence and inflexible will. It is a symbol 
f.of our pride and our freedom. 

Netaji gave the cry "Chalo Delhi". He vowed to 
set foot only In an India which was free. Today his sword 
returns to a free India, fulfilling Netajt's dreams. It is 
memorable day for all patriots, and a significant event in our 
own lives. 
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Rebel from his boyhood, Netaji Subhas became one 
of the immortal patriots in our country's long history. 

He commands such immense admiration and affection 
in our people's hearts that the nation universally calls 
him Netaji. 

Bankira Chandra gave us our first national song - 
Vande Mataram. Rabindranath Tagore gave us Jana Gana Mana. 

Both became our rallying calls during our freedom struggle 
and mantras of our unity. The third great ma ntra . of our unity 
also came from an illustrious son of Bengal. It was Netaji 
who gaveus Jai Hind - words which we hear everyday throughout 
the country. 

This great patriot, who loved Mother India with a love 
unsurpassed and thought of it every minute of his life, had to 
spend long years outside the country. First as a student, then 
in search of health and then as an exile fighting for the 
country's freedom with the sword - with this sword. This sword 
therefore is a fitting symbol of Netaji 's, endeavour. 

Our war of independence was fought with another kind 
of sword. We fought under Gandhi ji and with non-violence. 
Neta^i was a great general of this war. But right through 
he made it clear that he did not accept non-violence. He was 
always a man of complete candour and outspokenness. And when 
the war broke out, he left the country so that he could fight 
with the sword for India's freedcm. 

Let us not forget that Gandhi ji himself, unshakable 
as his faith in non-violence was, declared that if it was a 
choice between cowardice and violence, he himself would choose 
the sword. 
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Neta^I built up the Indian National Army. The 
INA's deeds electrified India when news of it came to us 
pierceing the curtain of censorship which Britain had put around 
the country. The impact of INA combined with Quit India 
movement to take us to the threshold of freedcra* 

Therefore in the history of our freedom struggle, 
Netaji is not a rebel who fought in vain but a rebel who was 
victorious. 

And this sword ranks with the swords of Chandragupta, 
Shiva^i, Guru Bobind Singh and Rani Laxmibai in being a symbol 
of our sturdy independence and inflexible will. It is a symbol 
of our pride and our freedom. 

Netajl gave the cry "Chalo Delhi". He vowed to 
set foot only in an India which was free. Today his sword 

returns to a free India, fulfilling Netaji’s dreams. It is 

■ 

a memorable day for all patriots, and a significant event in our 
own lives. 






S BOR ET 


INTELLIGENCE BUREAU 
(Ministry of Home Affairs) 


Subject* - All- Party Par li am entary Com mitt ee for 

r eoil 2?I_of Jlgtail !_s__sw or£. 


P.M's Sectt, may please refer to this office 
U.C. No. 6/DG/67 (52) dated November 9, 1967 , on the 
abov e sub j act. 


Further enquiries reveal that the Sword was 
presented to 1 etaji, while he was in Japan some times 
in 1942-43 by a political leader of Japan, The Sword 
was carried personally by a Japanese Army General 
Mr, I.YUKI FUEIAMA to India and was handed over to 
Netajl Museum in Calcutta. Shri Sisir Bose, Director 
of the Museum Committee received the same at a 
function held in Calcutta on March 19, 1967 which 
was attended among others by Shriraathi Padraaja faidu, 
the then Governor of West Bengal, 
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D.I.B. U, 0, No, 6/DG/67 (52) dated the 
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Secret 


INTELLIGENCE BUREAU 
(Ministry of Home Affairs) 


Sub;- All-Party parliamentary Committee for reception of 
¥eta j 1 '3 sworHT ' “ 

P.M.'s Secretariat may please refer to their U.O, No. 
PMS-21386 dated November 4, 1967. 

2. It is learnt that sometime in Aug, 1967, the following six 
Members of Parliament decided to send a people's petition to the 
Union President demanding the appointment of a fresh commission 
to enquire into the circumstances about Netaji's disappearance 
and to take suitable steps to honour him and redress the grie- 
vances of ex- IN A personnel;- (1) K. Manoharan, M.P. (DMK) 

(2) Madhu Limaye, M.P. (S3P) (3) Amiya Nath Bose, M.P, (Ind.) 

(4) M.L. Sondhi, M.P. (B.TS) (5) P.K. Deo, M.P. (Sw.P.) and 
(6) Samar Guha, M.P. (PSP). In this connection, a copy of our 
U.O. to MHA dated 10.8.67 is enclosed, 

3. Enquiries reveal that the national Committee on Netaji is 
still in the process of being formed, M.L. Sondhi, M.P, (RJS), 
convenor, is active in this regard. The aims and objects are 
being drafted and a list of members prepared after obtaining 
their consent. The formation of the national committee is 
expected to be announced by the second week of November, M.L. 
Sohdhi in his capacity as convenor has addressed a circular to 
prominent MsP requesting for donations to meet expenses connec- 
ted with the reception to be accorded to Netaji's sword. So 
far, it is not known if members of the Congress Party have also 
responded to Sondhi' s request. 

4. Speaking to pressmen on Nov, 5 at New Delhi, M.L, Sondhi 
stated that Netaji's sword would arrive in the capital during 
the first week of December from Calcutta, He said this would 
be the main highlight of the 2-month programme to be organized 
in the country to focus attention on various aspects of the 
life of Netaji, Celebrations would commence on Nov, 23 and end 
on Jan. 23, 1966 (birthday of Subhas Chandra Bose), It was 
disclosed that the all-party parliamentary committee, which 
was finalizing the programme was also keen that the sword forms 
a part of this year's Itepublic Day parade. M.L. Sondhi said 
that the sword would be brought from Calcutta In a special coach 
and would be received in Delhi by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha 
and the Chairman of the Delhi Metropolitan Council. He said 
efforts were also being made to see that the sword was given 
full military honours on arrival. He said the sword would be 
placed on public exhibition outside the Red Fort. Besides the 
reception to t he sword. It was planned to hold seminars and 
symposia, publish literature and Netaji's letters to his 
relatives and friends, and to hold an' exhibition of his works 
during the 2-month period. It was also planned to set up a 
Netaji museum in collaboration with the Netaji Bhawan of 
Calcutta. He disclosed that the Committee would hold a preli- 
minary meeting on Nov. 13 In Delhi to finalize the details 
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of the programme t and efforts would be made to seek the 
co-operation of as many people as possible, 

5, Info mat ion about when and from whom Hetaji's sword 

wa3 received in Calcutta is being collected. 



Deputy Director 


PM 1 s Sectt , (Shri S,F. Khanna) 

DIB U.O. No. 6 \ fc"? ( dated . the h ? m ygf 


Enclo : - one. 
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INTELLIGENCE BUREAU 
(Ministry of Home Affairs) 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON NETAJI 

It is learnt that the following MsP have decided to 
send a people's petition to the President of the Indian 
Union, demanding the appointment of a fresh commission to 
enquire into the circumstances about Netaji's disapoarance 
and to t alee suitable steps to honour him and redress the 
grievances of ex- IN A personnel 



1) K. Manoharan, M.P. (MK). 

2) Madhu Limaye, M.P. (33P), 

3) Amiya Nath Bose, M.P. (Ind.) 

4) M.L. Sondhi, M.P, ( BJS) . 

5) P.K. Deo, M.P. (Swat antra) 

6) Samar Guha, M.P, (PSP). 

In the petition to the President, it is stated that they 
along with millions of Indians regard Netaji as not only 
one of the greatest patriots but also as one of the too- 
ranking leaders thrown up by India's struggle for freedom, 
whose contribution to its historic termination is no less 
important than that of any other leader.' The petition 
praises the role of the INA in the freedom struggle and 
states that it was the realization on the part of the 
Britain and of the grim fact that Indian s epoys could no 
longer be relied upon to fight Britain's battle in India 
and her resources in men and money were too exhausted by the , 
war to carry on successful efforts to keep down resurgent 
India by force. The formation of INA according to the 
petition demonstrated Netaji's superb statesmanship and 
talent for military organization. It is regretted that the * 
Government had signally failed to accord due honour and 
recognition to the unique personality and leadership of 
Netaji or to his historic role in our freedom struggle. 


It urges the Government to t ake the following steps 
without delay; 

1) T 0 place his portrait In the Central Hall of 
Parliament and all offices of the Government; 

I 

2) To erect a statue of Netaji on a prominent site 
in New Delhi, preferably at India Gate; 

3) To devise suitable means to accord national xh* 
tagratiaia; recognition to military genius of Netaji; 

4) To observe his birthday every year with due 
solemnity; • 


5) 

6 ) 


To erect suitable memorials at Kohima and Imphal 
in honour of INA heroes who sacrificed their Hires 
in the liberation struggle under the leadership of 
Netaji ; 

To publish the volume on INA already writtenjfor 
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if 
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7) 





s 


the "History of Indian Amy during the Sacofld War", 
published by the Government; 

To give him due place in the "History of the Freedom 
Movement" (planned by the Government of India); 

(For "this it is necessary to take exoert advice on the 
portion of the manuscript relating to him before it 
is finally approved for the press). 


S) To arrange publication of Netaji's writings and speeches, 


It also stated that the alleged death of Netaji pl ane 

e^aeh in a plane crash in 1945 is not believed by large section 
of the Indian public in spite of the report of the Shah Nawaz 
Committee. It quotes late Pt. Nehru's letter to Shri Suresh 
Hpse, elder brother of Netaji, that there was no "precise and 
direct proof" of Netaji's death. It has also referred to other 
newspaper reports and states that the value of the Shall Nawaz 
Committee was considerably diminished by the fact that no invest J 
gation was made into these reports and that no member of the 
Committee visited the actual spot of the accident and made any 
local inquiry. The petition, therefore, urges the Government 
to make a further inquiry with the collaboration of the 
Governments of Japan and Taiwan by a small independent committee 
consisting of a Judge of the Supreme Court and 2 or 3 public 
men in whose integrity and capacity to conduct such an inquiry, 
the public has full confidence. It is felt that nothing but 
such' an inquiry will satisfy public opinion by removing the 
mystery that hangs around Netaji, 


Details of the National Committee, if formed, are so far 
not known to us. 


Sds K.N* Prasad^i 
Dy, Director 

HHA (3hrl N. Vittal) 

DIB U.o. No. 6/ D 0/57(52) dated 10-3-57. . 


§ 

/ 


( 


SECRET 


Copy N o .> 


/ 


Two 

/ ^ 

/ 


co pies. 



PHI ME MINI ST EK*S S ECRETAKI AT 



Enclosed Is n copy of a letter from 
Prof. M.L. Sondhi, Convenor, All-Party Parliamentary 
Committee for Reception of Netaji's Sword. D.I.B. 
will recall that I spoke to him about this matter 
on the 31st October, 1967 and he was Rood enough to 
say that he would make enquiries about the Committee 
and let us have a note. No reply has so fare been 
sent by the Prime Minister to Prof. Sondhi* s letter. 

We should, therefore, he grateful if the D.I.B, 
would kindly let us have the promised note giving 
information about the composition and aims and objects 
of the Committee. We should in particular he grateful 
to be informed whother the Congress Party is represented 
on this Committee and are taking part in its work. 
Information about Netaji's sword — as to when and 
from whom from Japan it was received and what is 
proposed to be done to it in Delhi — would also be 
useful. 


(8.P, Khanna) 

Private Secretary 
to the Prime Minister 
4.11.1967 


| 

f 


D.I.B. (Shrl S.P« Varma) 

P.M's Sectt. B.O. No. fetf. airst dt . 


f 
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Hk P*lS~ ^A iS 7 


4th November, 196T 


Dear Sir, 


This la to acknowledge with thanks 
your undated letter to the Prime Minister 
regarding the All-Party Parliamentary 
Committee for Jleception of Netaji's Sword. 


Yours faithfully, 

"Cn-K 

(S.P. Kb anna) 

Private Secretary 
to the Prime Minister 


* * 


Prof. M.L, Sondhi, M.P 
14, Meena Bagh, 

New Delhi . 


ALL - PARTY 




Farliamentary Committee for Reception of Netajis Sword 


Convertor Prof, M, L, SONDH1. 

Member of Parliament for New Delhi, 


14, Meena Bagh, 
New Delhi 


My dear 


Sk M'Vldfljtl C^cxmAIaa. t 


You are aware that Netaji Bubhas Chandra Bose's 
influence has worked to unite this country against 
fissiperous tendencies. His unequalled record of service 
of the motherland takes on a fresh significance today when 
he serves as a beacon light to our efforts to achieve 
political modernisation by reconcilling our tradition and 
the modern scientific outlook. 


The advent of his sword to India from Japan has fired 
the imagination of all men and women of good will who find 
in Netaji a full manifestation of India's achivement motive. 
The sword was formally received in Calcutta few months back. 
We are now taking steps to bring the sword to Delhi, We 
would like the people of the capital city, men, women and 
children, to have an opportunity to witness Netaji's sword 
in the oppropriate setting of the Red Rort. 

We expect the sword to reach Delhi towards the end 
of November and we trust the people of Delhi will rise 
equal to the occasion to show their abiding love and respect 
for Netaji. 


s 

< 

i 



I shall be most grateful if you will kindly indicate 
your support to the project of bringing Netaji's sword to 
l Delhi. I shall be glad to have your views on the most 
\ appropriate way in which the Capital city should receive 
|\ and do honour to Netaji's sword. 


(M,L. Sondhi) 


fk AtyWL Mxua ottA* , 




Wv~- 196? 

Dear Chancery, 

Please find enclosed for information a copy 

of Starred/Un^fc^rred Question Mo „ 5 together with 

its answer given ±n~the Lok/R^ya Sabha on 

Yours ever, 

Ministry 


)V 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Ko, c/125/ * / £? /Jp 


New Delhi. 


Bnbassy of India, 
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Copy with a copy of the enclosure mentioned on 
fdffWe and note for supplementaries forwarded to the 
Prime Minister's Secretariat for information. 




(Miss) ( K.T. Balani ) 
Section Officer(East Asia) 




STARRED QUESTION N '.582 


LPK SABHA 

STARRED QUESTION NO. 582 
TO BE ANSWERED fN THE HTH DECEMBER 1967 
NETAJI*S DEATH 

QUESTION 

*N o . 582 SHRI SAMAR gUHA : Will the Minister of 

External Affairs be pleased to state: 

(a) whether.it is a fact that in reply to a letter 
from Shri Suresh Chandra Bose (13.5.62) the late Prime 
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru wrote inter alia th3t 1 I cannot 
send you a direct ind precise proof ... of the death cf 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose *».. but circumstantial 
evidence has convinced us the fact th t Netaji has died 1 ; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that few weeks 
before his demise the late Prime Minister* Jawaharlal 
Nehru in reply to a letter from Shri Amiya Nath Bose, 

a member of the present Lok Sabha, assured him that seme 
further steps should be taken to reach a finality 
regarding the controversy about Netaji's death; and 
(e) if so, whether Government propose to send an 

investigation committee to Formosa to reach a finality 
about Netaji's death? 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINIST RY 

OF EXTERNAL AFP AIRS (SHRI B.N. BHACAT) 

(a) In his letter of 13th May, 1962 to Shri Suresh 

Bose, Prime Minister Nehru wrote as follows 

"You ask me to send you proof of the 
death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I cannot send y.ou any precise and 
direct proof. But ail the circumstantial 
evi dence that has been produced and 
which has been referred 'to in the 
Enquiry Committee's report has convinced 
us of the fact that Netaji has died. 

In addition to this, the lapse of time 
now and the extreme improbability of 
his being alive secretly somewhere when 
he would be welcomed in India with 
great joy and affection, adds tc th it 
circumstancial evidence." 


In reply to a subsequent letter from Shri Sure ah 
Bose, Prime Minister Nehru wrote to him on 12th 

August, 1952 as follows 

"I wrote to you tint all the circumst in- 
ti al evidence made me believe that 
Netaji. Subhash Chandra Bose had died. 

Much of this evidence was given in the 
report made by the Committee appointed 
for this purpose, which visited Japan, 

You will find the date, place and 
circumstances mentioned in that 
Committee's Iteport. 

Apart from th t report, the length 
of time that has elapsed is itself 
confirmatory of the fact of his death. 11 

(b) He gave no assurance. In reply to a letter 

from Shri Amiya Nath Bose, Prime Minister Nehru wrote 

on April 22, 1964 as follows:- 

"I agree with you that something should 
be done to finalise the question of 
Netaji's death. But it is not quite 
clear to me how far it will be pro tier 
for me to ash the Chief Justice of 
India to look into this matter. It may 
involve ’visiting Japan and I am sure 
I cannot ask the Chief Justice t r do so," 

(ft) The Government of India have stated in 

reply to various questions in this house in subsequent 

years that there was no need for a further enquiry 

becuase the report of the Shah Nawaz Committee was 

conclusive . 


NLIE FOP. S'JPl'LEHEN IAb IES 


\ 

In Lok fiabha Starred question No. 582 for 11-12-196?) 


In response to the public demand that all the facts 
relating to the last stages of Netaji's life should be enquired 
into and made known, an Enquiry Committee- v*3 appointed by 
the Government of India in April, 1956. The Committee 
consisted of Shri Shah Ntwaz Khan, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, 
(elder brjther of Nexaji) and Shri S-N.Maitra, Chief 
Commissioner of Andaman and Nicobar Islands* The report of this 
Committee which wis iign ed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and Shri 
S*N* Maitre, was released for publication in September, 1956. 

The G ivernu 'nt of India accepted the report. The third member, 
namely , Shri Suresh Chandra Bose did not 3 ign the report* 

Later on he submitted f seperate report dissenting from the 
findings of the muj ority report. After laying a copy of this 
report r u the Taole of the House on 1 1 -9 -1956, the late Prime 
Minister . Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, made a statement in the Lok 
babha -n which he sard inter alia that Government felt that 
the evidence adduced in the report was practically over- 
whelmirg and should be accepted. The conalusion reached by 
the Enquiry Committee was that Netaji met his death as a result 
of an air crash at Teihoku airfield in Formosa on August 
18 , 1 945 s^nd that his ashes are now at the Renkoj i Temple in 
T oky o * 

2. Since the Shah Nawaz Committee pLeport was published, 

demands have been made both in Parliament and elsewhere on 
3 • eral cessions that another Enquiry Committee be appointed. 
The suggestion fo^ this was due to the fact that one of the 
members, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, the brother of Netaji 
SUijhssh Chandra Bests, did not agree with the findings and 
submitted r. dissentient resort. The Government of India, 
however, hove consistently taken the position that neither 
the dissentient report nor the evidence which Shri Bose had 
referred justified the view that the findings of the Commission 
requiied revision, and have, therefore, refused to order 
an&th er enquiry. The last time such a request was made was 


2j- 



in 196? v't e - i press reports from Formosa suggesting that the 
Nationalist Chinese Government have set up a Committee 
prove!. ed n ;aili,.me ntary Question on August 2, 1966, f*om 
Shri Clitte Basu- At thf t time, the Foreign Minister 
repe&jed that "it has been stated several times in Parliament 
that tJ .6 Government of India have accepted the bindings of 
the etaji Enquiry Committee headed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan." 

3* In 1962, a controversy was started stating that the 

Sany si of Ehaulmari Ashram was Netaji. This has been 
indigi ntly denied by thj Sanyftai himself end »eitereted in a 
Bengali leaflet issued by the Ashram.. 

4 • L » Satya Fa rain Sinha came- up with a statement 

that N-tnji was at present incarcerated if Cell No. 46 of 
Yakutusk prison .'n Siberan. The statement j.s diffioult to 
verify and the Government have absolutely no information to 
corrborote thif view. 

5- More i . centiy Lt. General (Retired) Fuj iwar'a who 

claims t. have discovered a presentrtion swor/d owned by 
Neta^i in a Tokyo curio shop and who came to India to present 
tnis relic suggests 1 an Indo-Japr nese Committee to go into 
the question of Netaji'p death to arrive at a conclusion 
"once and for all". Unfortunately the General hag not 
specified the nature of his doubts and it if? aleo relevant 
to note i>hc fact of bis 1 ng silence and that he did not come 
forth as a witness in front cf the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee. 
6. \lthough the Ccmmixtee did not go to Formosa for 

political reasons, they met a large number of very relevant 
witnesses including Col. Hsbibur Rahman (Netaji's co-traveller 
or the fatal trip) and several Japanese army and civil doctors, 
officials and nurses who returned to Tokyo after .the war* 

As Shri fawaharlal Nehru, Shri Lei Bahadur Shastri an d the 
present rime Minist; r have jften reiterated, the Government 
of India have accepted the findings of the Shah Nawaz 
Commitxee in toto and consider the evidence adduced by them to 
be o ver shelmingl.y conclusive of Netaji's death. In the fact 
of the lack of any fresh evidence, there is no reason for the 
Govern tent to agree to undertake the task of appointing a new 
Committee to go int > whet they already accepted as being the 
t ruth . 


.. . 3 /- 
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Additional notes aug sestet] by J.S. to 

r 

A set of the letters exchanged between Prime 
Minister Nohru and Shri Sure3h Bose or Sh?i Amiya Bose are - 
enclosed ( including those referred to in the question and in 
the draft replies; 

It in true th et in his letter of April 1964 

prime Minister Nehfu 'agreed 1 with "Sh^i Amiya Bose that 
something siould be done to "finalise the question of Netaj I' s 
death". 3ut he gave no assuranoe and there is nothing to 
suggest, in the context of the entire e orre »po nden «e , that 
i t any tine Prime Minister Nehru had entertained doubts about 
the conclusive character of the evidence cited by t]je*Shak 
Nawaz Khan Committee or others to establish Netaj i' § death* 
presumably, what Shri Nehru had in mind was that something- 
should be done to persuade those who still doubted this fact 
to accent the finality of the conclusion tfcat Nst^ji was no. 
lore - 

Subsequently in the years 1965, 66 a*d 6T , Government 
have clearly .stated in reply to the various qyest-i-ons that 
there was no need for a further enquiry into Netaj i's death 
as the Peport of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee was conclusive* 

* J 

The most important c i i«umstancial evidence on whifth 
Shri Neh"u had relied, (according to his lettei pi May 15, 

1 962), is, to put it in his own words- "The lapse of time 
now and the extreme improbability of his being alive secretly 
somewhere when he would be welcomed in India with great joy 
and affection^" 


Suresh C.Bosc 


Dated 12th May, 1 962. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
prime Minister of India, 

New Delhi. 

Dear 3hi-i Nehru, 

The report in the papers of the 
8th instant is to the effect that you stated in 
parliament On the previous day, in reply to a question 
by Shri p.C. Barooah that the majority report of the 
Netaji Enquiry Committee 'established that* my brother 
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose, died in an air-accident. 

If you hold this piece of news to be correct, 
it affects the members of our family more than the 
general public, who, however, are also deeply 
interested in its correctness or otherwise. 

I would, therefore, request you as his elder 
brother and as the seniormost surviving member 
of the family to forward to me the proof of his death, 
together with the date, month, year, place and the 
circumstances under which such alleged death took 
place . 

'In the expectation of a reply and with kind 
regards, 


I remain, 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/-Sufesh C, Bose 
12,5.62, 


